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Introduction________________________________________________________

By definition,  major  hazards  can have dramatic  consequences.  The municipality of Chancelade
takes these hazards seriously, whether they are natural hazards (flooding, forest fires, landslides) or
technological hazards (transportation of dangerous substances). 

The municipality takes risk factors into account in three different ways : 

- urbanisation
- organisation of the emergency services
- information for the population

In the case of a building permit, the mairie can recommend, or decree, certain technical elements in 
order to minimise possible consequences of an event.
As there is no such thing as zero risk, it is better to be prepared by organising emergency assistance 
in order to be ready for a possible event. It is for this purpose that the municipality has drawn up a 
protection plan (PCS) for the town which identifies primary actions to be taken in order to ensure 
the safety of the population.

Citizens have the right to be informed about any major hazards which may affect them. In order to
help each inhabitant  to take effective action,  the mairie  has drawn up the DICRIM (Municipal
Major Hazard Information Document). This document presents the hazards which could be a risk
for the town and the best way to react in the case of such an event.
Your personal safety is important, so please read this document carefully and keep it in a safe
place.
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WHAT IS A MAJOR HAZARD ?

A Hazard is a potential source of harm (phenomenon) or adverse health effect on a person or 
persons (vulnerability).  A major hazard can be defined as being unexpected and brutal, in so much 
as there is only a small chance of it happening but, however, if it does happen, it can cause serious 
damage (to people, to the environment and also material damage).

ORGANISATION OF EMERGENCY SERVICES

The safety of the population 

In the case of an industrial accident or an incident affecting several communes, the Prefect, as a 
representative of the State, activates ORSEC (disaster contingency plan) in order to coordinate the 
actions of the security services : fire brigade, police, gendarmes, SAMU (paramedics), state 
services, mayors, private companies…
In order to react as quickly and as effectively as possible, the municipality of Chancelade has drawn
up a protection plan (PCS) which : 

** Organises ways of alerting the population 

** Provides an inventory of human and material resources available to ensure the safety 
and support of the population (accommodation, food supplies…) 

** Defines action to be taken in case of crisis under the responsability of the mayor  
(information, shelter for victims…)

The protection plan (PCS) can be activated in the case of any incident affecting the commune. If
necessary,  the  plan  will  fit  in  with  the  disaster  contingency  plan  activated  by  the  Préfecture
(ORSEC). 

THE MUNICIPALITY STATE SERVICES

TO KNOW 

The difference between 
Safeguard and Rescue.

Who does what ?

Inform
Alert
Shelter
Prohibit
Support
Assist
Supply
Rehouse

Protect
Tend
Provide with medical care
Evacuate

SAFEGUARD RESCUE
Security at school

Schools have also set up a contingency plan in order to ensure the security of pupils and staff 
until the emergency services arrive – this is known as the PPMS. 

In the event of an incident, children will be kept safe : Please follow these instructions…

« Do not go to collect your children from school »
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The alert___________________________________________________________

Set up according to the law of 22nd July 1987, the national alert signal is sounded through sirens of the National Alert 
Network inherited from the Passive Defense system of the Second World War. In the Dordogne this system is no longer 
used as, since 2013, a new siren network has been set up through the Alert and Information of the Population Syestem 
(SAIP).
At Chancelade, the following alert and information methods will be favoured :

Door-to-door  Neighbourhood representative  Reliable as ensures visual contact
Telephone  Individual call  Long but allows for dialogue
SMS message  General or specific  Rapid but not yet confirmed
FM Radio  France Bleu Périgord 91.70-99.00  Regular information after alert
Internet  CLIC - Municipal information  Regular information after alert
Mobile public 
address system

 Loud speaker on vehicle  To be used in densely populated areas

Municipal newsletter  Chancelade Infos
Abbey bells

Prepare an EMERGENCY KIT________________________________________

  Whistle

  Candles and matches

  Torch (with extra set of batteries or rechargeable)

  Gas camping stove and extra gas bottle

  1 or 2 bottles of water per person

  Long-life food products (dried fruit, tins…)

  Wide duct tape for containment

  First Aid kit (plasters, bandages, disinfectant…)

  Photocopies of administrative documents

  Cash

  Battery-operated radio (and extra batteries)

  Warm clothes and survival blanket (boots, sweater, raincoat…)

  Photocopies of insurance contracts

  Camera

Things to be taken at the last minute :
- Mobile telephone
- Specific medication
- ID papers
- Cheque book and credit card
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Flood risk in the commune____________________________________________

Flooding is the slow or rapid submersion of a zone that is normally out of the water. It can happen 
in three ways :
- Slow rising of water levels in plains, through the overflowing of a waterway or rising of the 
phreatic table.
- Rapid rise in the water level following heavy rainfall.
- Flow of rainwater exacerbated by the ground becoming impervious to rain or by the limitation of 
rain infiltration caused by cultural practices.

In the commune, the river basins of the Isle and the Beauronne are a flood risk

The Isle river basin

The most noteworthy rises in river level took place in December 1944, January 1962 and January 
1982.

Flooding from the Isle river during a once-a-century flood covers 78 hectares, about the same area 
as the flood of 1944.

The commune is part of a flood risk prevention plan concerning the Isle river which was set up by 
the Préfecture on the 1st February 2000 and revised 11th March 2015.

An alert procedure has been set up by the préfecture in order to inform mayors who, in turn, alert 
the population and take immediate safety measures.

In certain cases, some of the population in the areas at risk could be evacuated and provided with 
temporary accommodation.

- 19 isolated dwellings are present in the zone which is liable to flooding.

A local bye-law dating from 2nd December 2008 prohibits camping and the parking of caravans, 
camper-vans between 15th September and 15th April.

The Beauronne river basin

The flood risk prevention plan of the Beauronne was passed 20th March 2012.

On 14th June 2007, upriver suffered a once-a-century flood whilst, downriver, Chancelade suffered 
a flood such as happens once every fifty years.

Around twenty dwellings are scattered around the flood-prone zone.
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The risk of forest fires in the commune__________________________________

How do they happen ?

Forest fires start in, and spread through, the vegetation of forests, scrub-land or garrigue.

For the fire to start and spread, it needs three things :

- A source of heat (flame, spark). Very often, forest fires are due to the carelessness of people 
(agricultural and forestry work, playing with matches, cigarettes, barbecues, rubbish disposal), 
accident or malice.

-  A supply of oxygen, the wind activates combustion.

- Combustible (vegetation). The risk factor depends more on the state of the forest (drought, 
different layers of vegetation, density, relief, water content…) than on the variety of trees growing 
there (oak, conifers…)

A large part of the Dordogne is covered by forest and fallow land. The level of maintenance of these
areas is often insufficient for the prevention of forest fires.

What are the risks of forest fires in the commune of Chancelade ?

These risks exist  mainly in the form of forest and brush fires.

Places at risk are : « Les bois de  Chancelade, La Clavellerie, La Truffière, Peychey, Ligonat, 
La Seyge, Les Douzes, Puy de l'Arche and all other wooded areas... »

Measures taken by the municipality :

Installation and maintenance of a series of fire hydrants
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The risk of ground movement in the commune___________________________

Ground movement is the more or less brutal movement of the ground or the sub-soil. This happens 
because of the nature of the ground and its different geological layers.

Examples of ground movement ;

On flat ground :

- More or less brutal subsidence of natural or artificial underground cavities (mines – quarries…)

-Phenomena of swelling or retreat due to changes in levels of humidity in clay soil (causes cracks in
buildings),

-Subsidence of compressible ground (silt, peat, clay…) through overusage.

On steep or craggy ground :

-Landslides due to the breach of an unstable slope,

-Collapsing and rockfalls,

-Mud flows

What are the risks of ground movement in Chancelade ?

According to a study by CETE Sud Ouest, the main risks are of ground movement, collapse and 
rock fall due to the presence of ;

-Sinkholes « Les Bois de Chancelade Est », « Puy de l'Arche », « les Brandisses »,

- Ancient underground quarries « Les Chicoins », « Empeyraud », where a collapse took place in 
1885 causing the death of 14 people.

- Ancient open quarries : « Parricot », « Reymonden »,

- Vertical conduits used to suck up materials on the surface (Les Brandisses)

What measures have been taken by the municipality ?

- The risk prevention plan « ground movement » decreed by the state lists the precautions to be 
taken for any existing or future buildings. This document can be consulted at the mairie.
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Risk due to the transportation of dangerous substances in the commune______

How can this occur ?

The risk associated with the transportation of dangerous substances is that of the possibility of 
physical and/or chemical reactions of the substances being transported in the case of spillage or 
damage to the vehicle transporting those substances.

Which areas of the commune are at risk ?

- Roads : RD 939 – RD 710 – RD 1 – RD 2
- Avenue des Reynats – Avenue des  Bois.

- Railway : The SNCF line Périgueux Limoges.  

- Underground pipes : the main underground natural gas pipe crosses the commune from East to 
West.

What measures have been taken by the municipality ?

If there is imminent danger, in order to protect the population, the mayor can trigger the alarm 
without waiting for the prefectural emergency plan. He must immediately inform the prefect of this.
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The risk of heatwave_________________________________________

A heatwave is a daytime temperature of over 30°C and a nighttime temperature of over 20°C over a
period of several days.

What measures have been taken by the municipality ?

In support of the departmental « heatwave plan », a municipal plan has been set up to :

- Inform citizens of a register of elderly or infirm people living at home who would like to be 
on the list,

- Process applications to be on the register,

- Ensure the safekeeping of the register, keep it up to date and confidential,

- Communicate the contents of the register to the prefect if the Emergency Plan is activated.

The register aims to enable the intervention of health and social services if the « heatwave plan » is 
activated. It can only be consulted by authorised social workers at the Mairie of Chancelade.

The municipal services « meals on wheels », « Chancelade meals on wheels association », 
municipal councillors representing each neighbourhood and the administrative and technical staff of
the mairie  all join forces to monitor the plan each year between 1st June and 31st August.
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Useful numbers

Fire brigade……………………………………......…… 18 ou 112

SAMU………………………………………...……… 15

Police………………………………………………... 17

Météo France………………………………........……. 0.892.680.224

Mairie…………………………………………………. 05.53.07.91.00

Further Information

Mairie web site…………………………................…… http://  www.chancelade.fr

Hydrological forecasting service........……………........ http:/www.vigicrues.gouv.fr

To register

Hydrological Alarm Service ..................…http:/www.dordogne.equipement.gouv.fr/crudor

Heatwave / cold spell monitoring Service…………..…. CCAS Mairie … 05.53.07.91.07

Municipal alert service by sms…………….............…… http:/www.chancelade.fr

This document can be consulted and downloaded on www.chancelade.fr
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